
Staff Report 
Submission Date: September 25, 2023 

To: Siskiyou County Agricultural Preserve Administrator 

From: Bernadette Cizin, Assistant Planner 

Subject: Recommendation by Staff to issue a Notice of Non-Renewal of portions of certain 

Williamson Act Contracts. 

Location: Multiple Parcels in Siskiyou County 

Exhibits: A.  22006 -Costello  

1. Minute Order 

2. Existing Contract  

B. 22011 - Crawford 

1. Minute Order 

2. Existing Contract 

C. 78019 - Reynolds 

1. Email from property owner 

2. Existing Contract 

D. 72059 - Ericson 

1. Email from property owner 

2. Existing Contract 

E. 04002 – Snider 

1. Existing Contract 

F. 08005 – Johnson and Aunspach 

1. Existing Contract 

G. 72021 – King 

1. Existing Contract 

H. 83008 – Doernhoefer 

1. Existing Contract 

I. 97001 – Kvalvik 

1.   Existing Contract 

J. 72025 – Chandler, Hawkinson, Joens, Moody, Scarface Investments & Ulics 

1.   Existing Contract 

Background and Discussion 

Pursuant to Siskiyou County Rules for the Establishment and Administration of Agricultural Preserves and 

Williamson Act Contracts (guidelines), staff continues to survey and review properties under Williamson Act 

contract to verify compliance and determine if commercial agricultural operations continue to be the primary 

use of the property. During this review and by reference by the Code Enforcement Division, it was found that 

several properties are not in compliance with the County guidelines. Additionally, some property owners have 

indicated that they do not wish to participate in the program and are not opposed to the non-renewal of 

property under their ownership.  
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The following properties are being recommended for Non-Renewal of their Williamson Act Contract: 

Costello – Contract 22006  

Located on Highway 3, west of the city of Yreka on APN 014-210-140 

 
Figure 1 – Costello  

Principal Compliance Concerns: 

• Substandard parcel size 

As required by County Guidelines, Mr. Costello applied to have his property rescinded from the existing 
contract and a new contract issued, consisting solely of his property as he had purchase property that was only 
a portion of an existing contract (Guidelines Section VI, C). The board considered and approved this request on 
April 4, 2023, with the direction to staff, that should the property owner not apply for a boundary line 
adjustment to merge or increase the parcel size of a 33.12-acres, substandard parcel, to bring the substandard 
parcel back to the board with a recommendation for non-renewal (Exhibit A-1 – minutes).  

Parcel History (Exhibit A-2) 

• Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 22006 as recorded on May 4, 2023, in the Siskiyou County 
Records at Document No. 2023-0003322 

• Agricultural Preserve – Established by Board Resolution No. 183, Book 4, adopted on February 9, 1972 
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Crawford – Contract 22011  
Located on Freeman Road, north and east of the community of Grenada on APN 038-010-100 

 
Figure 2 – Crawford  

Principal Compliance Concerns: 

• Substandard parcel size 

As required by County Guidelines, Mr. Crawford applied to have his property rescinded from the existing 
contract and a new contract issued, consisting solely of his property as he had purchase property that was only 
a portion of an existing contract (Guidelines Section VI, C). The board considered and approved this request on 
May 16, 2023, with the direction to staff, that should the property owner not apply for a boundary line 
adjustment to merge or increase the parcel size of a 27-acres, substandard parcel, to bring the substandard 
parcel back to the board with a recommendation for non-renewal (Exhibit B-1 – Minutes).  

Parcel History (Exhibit B-2) 

• Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 22011 as recorded on September 22, 2023 in the Siskiyou 
County Records at Document No. 2023-0006999 

• Agricultural Preserve – Established by Board Resolution No. 23-98, adopted on May 16, 2023 
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Reynolds – Contract 78019  

Located on Masterson Road, north and east of the community of Callahan on APN 031-250-020 

 
Figure 3: Reynolds 

Principal Compliance Concerns: 

• Multi-Owner contract 

A courtesy letter was sent to Mr. & Mrs. Reynolds notifying them of the County Guidelines requirement that 
upon sale or purchase property that was only a portion of an existing contract, the property owner must apply 
for a contract consisting solely of their property (Guidelines Section VI, C). The owner responded to this letter, 
indicating that they will not be utilizing the property for commercial agricultural purposes. (Exhibit C-1 - email) 

Parcel History (Exhibit C-2) 

• Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 78019 as recorded on February 23, 1978, in the Siskiyou 
County Records in Volume 807 at Page 872 

• Agricultural Preserve – Established by Board Resolution No. 39, Book 8, adopted on February 14, 1978 
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Ericson – Contract 72059  

Located off Robinson Road, east of the community of Macdoel on APN 010-140-450 

 
Figure 4: Ericson 

Principal Compliance Concerns: 

• No Commercial Agricultural Uses occurring. 

Correspondence 

• June 26, 2023 - Survey received on indicating the property is entirely dedicated to residential uses and 
no agricultural use was occurring.  

• Staff called the property owner to verify no agricultural uses occurring. The owner confirmed that this 
property is not used for ag purposes. It is only used for residential purposes. The owner was made 
aware that staff would be recommending the Board issue a notice of non-renewal for this piece of 
property. They were not opposed. 

• On July 19, 2023, Pursuant to County guidelines Section VI. B. a 60-day notice was mailed to the owner. 
No additional correspondence has been received as of the preparation of this report. 

Parcel History (Exhibit D-1) 

• Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 72059 as recorded on February 25, 1972, in the Siskiyou 
County Records in Volume 653 at Page 143 

• Agricultural Preserve – Established by Board Resolution No. 183, Book 4, adopted on February 9, 1972 
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Snider – Contract 04002 

Located on Old Westside Road, south of the community of Grenada on APN 022-200-460 

 
Figure 5: Snider 

Principal Compliance Concerns: 

• No Commercial Agricultural Uses occurring.  

Correspondence 

• June 30, 2023 - A compliance survey was received by the Planning Division on, completed by K J Snider, 
noting no commercial agricultural uses and 37 acres dedicated to “dryland horse pasture”.  

• July 14, 2023 - Pursuant to County guidelines Section V, B, staff sent a letter providing 60-days for the 
property owner to establish a commercial agricultural use and provide a declaration with supporting 
documentation showing a commercial agricultural use has occurred at least one of the past 3 years 
(Section V, B)1).  

• July 19, 2023 - The owner called, stating they rent the property for horse grazing. Staff explained that 
horses do not qualify unless they are part of a commercial breeding or training program. Staff 
explained, to be in compliance, they must utilize the property for hay production and/or livestock 
grazing, the approved use in the existing contract. The owner said he would let us know if he decided 
to return the property to that use.  

• September 8, 2023 – Staff called and left a voicemail asking for an update on returning the property to 
the approved use. 

No additional correspondence has been received as of the preparation of this report.  
Parcel History (Exhibit E1) 

• Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 04002 as recorded on January 5, 2004, in the Siskiyou County 
Records at Document No. 2004-00108 

• Agricultural Preserve – Established by Board Resolution No. 03-202, adopted on November 4, 2004 
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Johnson and Aunspach – Contract 08005  

Located on South Fork Road, south of the community of Callahan on APN 031-540-210 

 
Exhibit 6: Johnson & Aunspauch 

Principal Compliance Concerns: 

• Multi-Owner contract 

• Substandard Parcel 

Correspondence 

• July 3, 2023 - Survey was received by the Planning Division on, noting 2 acres dedicated to livestock 
grazing and 1 acre to timber for harvest, with 6 acres of Open Space and 1 for the residence and 
outbuildings. 

• July 27, 2023 -Staff called the property owner to verify survey was accurately filled out. The owner 
confirmed. Staff explained that the property did not qualify for a Williamson Act contract as it is 
substandard in size with no concentrated agricultural use, such as an orchard or vineyard, there is not a 
commercial agricultural use occurring on the property and the property is only a portion of an existing 
contract. It was discussed that should they owner apply for their own contract; staff would recommend 
the Board not approve their request and issue a notice of non-renewal.  

• On July 27, 2023, Pursuant to County guidelines Section VI. B. a 60-day notice was mailed to the owner. 
No additional correspondence has been received as of the preparation of this report. 

Parcel History (Exhibit F-1) 

• Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 08005 as recorded on December 30, 2008 in the Siskiyou 
County Records at Document No. 2008-013677 

• Agricultural Preserve – Established by Board Resolution No. 08-203, adopted on December 2, 2003 
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King – Contract 72021   

Located on Scott River Road, north and west of the city of Fort Jones on APN 014-361-060 

 
Exhibit 7: King 

Principal Compliance Concerns: 

• No Commercial Agricultural Uses occurring.  

• Substandard parcel size 

Correspondence 

• June 9, 2023 - Survey was received by the Planning Division noting 28 acres dedicated to livestock 
grazing with those same 28 acres dedicated to a compatible use where no Agricultural Use is occurring 
- pasture for horse and donkeys. It is noted that they will return to livestock production in 2025 or 
2026. As no phone number or email was provided, staff was unable to contact the property owner to 
verify the information is accurate.  

• July 14, 2023 - Pursuant to County guidelines Section VI. B. a 60-day compliance notice was mailed to 
the owner, to establish a commercial agricultural use and provide a declaration with supporting 
documentation showing a commercial agricultural use has occurred at least one of the past 3 years as 
required by guidelines Section V, B)1). 

No additional correspondence has been received as of the preparation of this report. 
Parcel History (Exhibit G-1) 

• Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 72021 as recorded on February 9, 1972, in the Siskiyou County 
Records in Volume 651 at Page 461-A 

• Agricultural Preserve – Established by Board Resolution No. 414 Book 2, adopted on January 28, 1969 
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Doernhoefer – Contract 83008  

Located on Old Westside Road, north and west of the community of Gazelle on APN 022-200-360 

 
Exhibit 8: Doernhoefer 

Principal Compliance Concerns: 

• No Commercial Agricultural Uses occurring.  

Correspondence 

• June 16, 2023 - Survey was received by the Planning Division noting 10 acres dedicated to residential 
uses.  

• July 7, 2023 - Staff emailed the property owner to verify the survey is accurate. The owner emailed and 
confirmed that no commercial agricultural uses were occurring (Exhibit H-1 - email). 

• July & August 2023 – several email exchanges and phone conversations occurred between staff and the 
property owners regarding how the property no longer qualifies and the non-renewal process. 

• July 27, 2023 - Pursuant to County guidelines Section VI. B. a 60-day notice was mailed to the owner. 
No additional correspondence has been received as of the preparation of this report. 

Parcel History (Exhibit H-2) 

• Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 83008 as recorded on February 18, 1984, in the Siskiyou 
County Records at Document No. 84001404 

• Agricultural Preserve – Established by Board Resolution No. 271 Book 11, adopted on December 13, 
1983 
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Kvalvik – Contract 97001  

Located on Scarface Road, east of the community of Gazelle on APN 022-050-360 

 
Exhibit 9: Kvalvik 

Principal Compliance Concerns: 

• Multi-Owner contract 

Correspondence 

• January 5, 2023 - A 60-day notice was sent to the property owner as they purchased only a portion of 
property under the existing contract. 

• July 18, 2023 - A 60-day notice was sent to the property owner as they had not returned their survey 
and they own only a portion of property under an existing contract.  

• August 7, 2023 – Survey received which indicated of 99 acres, 81 are dedicated to rangeland, 2 to 
intensive farming, 40 to timber for harvest, 20 to Open Space and 3 to Residential and Timberland. 
Staff called to clarify acreage and to remind the owner that they still needed to apply for their own 
contract. 

As of the preparation of this report, no correspondence has been received from the property owner.  
Parcel History (Exhibit I-1) 

• Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 97001 as recorded on December 18, 1996, in the Siskiyou 
County Records at Document No. 96015535 and amended by Document No. 2001-18086 as recorded 
on December 13, 2001 

• Agricultural Preserve – Established by Board Resolution No. 96-375, adopted on December 10, 1996 
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Figure 10: Ulics, Chandler, Joens, Moody, Hawkinson and Scarface Investments 
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The following are under Williamson Act Contract 72025 
Parcel History (Exhibit J-1) 

• Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 72025 as recorded on February 25, 1972 in the Siskiyou County 
Records in Volume 651 at Page 62 

• Agricultural Preserve – Established by Board Resolution No. 183, Book 4, adopted on February 9, 1972 
 

Ulics – Contract 72025  

Located on Mill Creek Road, west of the city of Yreka on APN 013-220-010 

Principal Compliance Concerns: 

• Multi-Owner contract 

• Significant change in approved commercial agricultural use 

Correspondence 

• August 3, 2023 -A 60-day notice was sent to the property owner as they had indicated in their survey 
the dedicated use of the property is Timber for Harvest, which is a significant change in use from the 
approved use in the existing contract, ranching, and they own only a portion of property under the 
existing contract.  

As of the preparation of this report, no correspondence has been received from the property owner.  
 
Chandler – Contract 72025  

Located on Mill Creek Road, west of the city of Yreka on APN 014-310-010 

Principal Compliance Concerns: 

• Multi-Owner contract 

• No commercial agricultural use 

Correspondence 

• August 3, 2023 - A 60-day notice was sent to the property owner as they have not returned the 2023 
Williamson Act Survey and they own only a portion of property under the existing contract.  

As of the preparation of this report, no correspondence has been received from the property owner.  
 
Joens – Contract 72025  

Located on Highway 3, south and west of the city of Yreka on APNs 014-210-150 & 014-210-170 

Principal Compliance Concerns: 

• Multi-Owner contract 

• Significant change in approved commercial agricultural use 

Correspondence 

• August 3, 2023 – A 60-day notice was sent to the property owner as they have not returned the 2023 
Williamson Act Survey and they own only a portion of property under the existing contract.  

• September 12, 2023 – The owner submitted a complete 2023 survey noting the property is dedicated 
to timber for harvest. This is a significant change in use from the approved use of ‘Ranching’. A contract 
amendment would be required to address this issue. 

• September 12, 2023 – Staff emailed the owner regarding the need to apply for a new contract.  
As of the preparation of this report, no correspondence has been received from the property owner.  
 
Moody – Contract 72025  

Located on Highway 3, south and west of the city of Yreka on APNs 014-210-110 & 014-210-130 

Principal Compliance Concerns: 

• Multi-Owner contract 

• Unable to verify commercial agricultural use – Compliance monitoring survey was not returned. 
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Correspondence 

• August 3, 2023 – A 60-day notice was sent to the property owner as they have not returned the 2023 
Williamson Act Survey and they own only a portion of property under the existing contract.  

• August 29, 2023 – Staff called and emailed owner. The Certified Letter was returned unclaimed. The 
owner came to the office and picked up the letter. 

As of the preparation of this report, no correspondence has been received from the property owner.  
 

Hawkinson – Contract 72025  

Located north and west of Guys Gulch Road, west of the community of Grenada on APN 014-340-060 

Principal Compliance Concerns: 

• Multi-Owner contract 

Correspondence 

• June 27, 2022 – A courtesy letter regarding the requirement to apply for a new contract upon sale of 
property that is only a portion of an existing contract. 

• July & August 2022 – Phone and email correspondence between owner, staff, and County Counsel 
regarding the requirement to apply for a separate contract.  

• January 5, 2023 – A 60-day notice was sent as they did not apply for their own contract. 

• February 25, 2023 – The owner requested and was granted a 60-day extension to apply for a contract. 

• May 22, 2023 – The owner requested and was granted an extension to July 1, to apply for a contract. 

• August 3, 2023 -A 60-day notice was sent as they did not apply for their own contract. 

• August 28, 2023 – Owner called, he did not collect his Certified Letter and requested that it be emailed 
to him. Staff emailed the letter to the email address provided.  

As of the preparation of this report, no correspondence has been received from the property owner.  
 

Scarface Investments – Contract 72025  

Located on Cottonwood Creek Road, east of the city of Fort Jones on APNs 023-201-140 & 023-201-300 

Principal Compliance Concerns: 

• Multi-Owner contract 

Correspondence 

• August 3, 2023 – A 60-day notice was sent to the property owner as they own only a portion of 
property under the existing contract.  

As of the preparation of this report, no correspondence has been received from the property owner.  
 

Analysis 

Williamson Act Contracts are binding agreements between landowners and the county that assume the terms 

of the contract continue to be met, and landowners remain in compliance with County Guidelines in exchange 

for reduced property tax assessments. When it appears to the County that a landowner is not complying with 

county policies or terms of the contract, the County will issue a notice of non-renewal upon the property 

owner. 

As the subject properties are not in compliance, as detailed in Background and Discussion, it would be 

appropriate for the County to issue a notice of non-renewal. 
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From: Dianne Johnson
To: Bernadette Cizin
Subject: FW: Williamson Act Contract #78019
Date: Thursday, July 27, 2023 11:01:54 AM

From: SCOTT & STEPHANIE REYNOLDS <sreynolds@sisqtel.net> 
Sent: Thursday, July 27, 2023 10:49 AM
To: Planning <planning@co.siskiyou.ca.us>
Subject: Williamson Act Contract #78019

Bernadette,

I received your letter dated July 17th the day after we spoke on the phone regarding
Contract #78019 (APN031-250-020).

After talking with my husband, we will not be applying to establish our own Williamson
Act Contract for this property.  We will be using the property for our horses and a
livestock that will not be used as commercial purposes. 
If you have any additional questions or require anything else from us, please let us
know.

Respectfully,

Stephanie & Scott Reynolds
sreynolds@sisqtel.net
530-467-6108 Work direct line
530-340-5000 Cell

Exhibit C-1
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From: Joan Doernhoefer
To: Bernadette Cizin
Subject: Re: Williamson Act Survey
Date: Saturday, July 8, 2023 7:05:54 AM

So to b clear no commercial ag use of any kind.  Only a small veggie & herb garden for us and
a few old fruit trees.

But take a look on both sides of me. Large chicken farm on one side and a pasture acreage
rentals on the other.

any more questions 530-340-2997

On Fri, Jul 7, 2023 at 12:32 PM Joan Doernhoefer <skywatchers2020@gmail.com> wrote:

None in the last 23 years

On July 7, 2023, at 11:40 AM, Bernadette Cizin <bpcizin@co.siskiyou.ca.us> wrote:

Hello,

Thank you for returning your 2023 Williamson Act Survey.

According to your survey, there are no commercial agricultural uses occurring on this
property. Is this correct?

Thank you,

Bernadette Cizin

Associate Planner

Siskiyou County Community Development

806 S. Main Street, Yreka, CA 96097

530-841-2151
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